
 

 

 

 

 

SUSTAINABLE FISHERIES 
MANAGEMENT PROJECT (SFMP) 

First Person Story: Child Labor 

Practitioner, Turned Advocate  

 

2015  



 

i 

This publication is available electronically on the Coastal Resources Center’s website at  

http://www.crc.uri.edu/projects_page/ghanasfmp/ 

 

For more information on the Ghana Sustainable Fisheries Management Project, contact:  

USAID/Ghana Sustainable Fisheries Management Project 

Coastal Resources Center 

Graduate School of Oceanography 

University of Rhode Island 

220 South Ferry Rd. 

Narragansett, RI  02882    USA 

Tel: 401-874-6224    Fax: 401-874-6920    Email: info@crc.uri.edu 

 

Citation:  Coastal Resources Center. (2015). AFMP First Person Story: Child Labor 

Practitioner, Turned-Advocate. The USAID/Ghana Sustainable Fisheries 

Management Project (SFMP). Narragansett, RI: Coastal Resources Center, 

Graduate School of Oceanography, University of Rhode Island. 

GH2014_COM059_CRC. 1  pp. 

Authority/Disclaimer: 

Prepared for USAID/Ghana under Cooperative Agreement (AID-641-A-15-00001), awarded 

on October 22, 2014 to the University of Rhode Island, and entitled the USAID/Ghana 

Sustainable Fisheries Management Project (SFMP).   

This document is made possible by the support of the American People through the United 

States Agency for International Development (USAID). The views expressed and opinions 

contained in this report are those of the SFMP team and are not intended as statements of 

policy of either USAID or the cooperating organizations. As such, the contents of this report 

are the sole responsibility of the SFMP team and do not necessarily reflect the views of 

USAID or the United States Government. 

 

  

http://www.crc.uri.edu/projects_page/ghanasfmp/
mailto:info@crc.uri.edu


 

ii 

Detailed Partner Contact Information: 

USAID/Ghana Sustainable Fisheries Management Project (SFMP)  
10 Obodai St., Mempeasem, East Legon, Accra, Ghana 

Telephone: +233 0302 542497  Fax: +233 0302 542498 

Maurice Knight Chief of Party  maurice@crc.uri.edu  

Kofi Agbogah  Senior Fisheries Advisor  kagbogah@henmpoano.org  

Nii Odenkey Abbey Communications Officer  nii.sfmp@crcuri.org  

Bakari Nyari  Monitoring and Evaluation Specialist  hardinyari.sfmp@crcuri.org  

Brian Crawford Project Manager, CRC  brian@crc.uri.edu 

Justice Odoi  USAID Administrative Officer Representative  Jodoi@usaid.gov  
 

Kofi.Agbogah 

kagbogah@henmpoano.org 

Stephen Kankam 

skankam@henmpoano.org 

Hen Mpoano 

38 J. Cross Cole St. Windy Ridge  

Takoradi, Ghana 

233 312 020 701 
 

Andre de Jager  

adejager@snvworld.org  

SNV Netherlands Development Organisation 

#161, 10 Maseru Road,  

E. Legon, Accra, Ghana 

233 30 701 2440 
 

Donkris Mevuta 

Kyei Yamoah 

info@fonghana.org  

Friends of the Nation 

Parks and Gardens  

Adiembra-Sekondi, Ghana 

233 312 046 180 
 

Peter Owusu Donkor 

Spatial Solutions 

powusu-donkor@spatialdimension.net  

#3 Third Nautical Close,  

Nungua, Accra, Ghana 

233 020 463 4488 

 

Thomas Buck 

tom@ssg-advisors.com 

SSG Advisors 

182 Main Street 

Burlington, VT 05401  

(802) 735-1162 
 

Victoria C. Koomson 

cewefia@gmail.com  

CEWEFIA 

B342 Bronyibima Estate 

Elmina, Ghana 

233 024 427 8377 
 

Lydia Sasu 

daawomen@daawomen.org  

DAA  

Darkuman Junction, Kaneshie Odokor 

Highway 

Accra, Ghana 

233 302 315894 
 

Gifty Asmah 

giftyasmah@Daasgift.org    

Daasgift Quality Foundation 

Headmaster residence, Sekondi College 

Sekondi, Western Region, Ghana 

233 243 326 178 

 

For additional information on partner activities:  

CRC/URI:   http://www.crc.uri.edu 

CEWEFIA:    http://cewefia.weebly.com/  

DAA:    http://womenthrive.org/development-action-association-daa  

Daasgift:  https://www.facebook.com/pages/Daasgift-Quality-Foundation-

FNGO/135372649846101  

Friends of the Nation:  http://www.fonghana.org  

Hen Mpoano:   http://www.henmpoano.org  

SNV:    http://www.snvworld.org/en/countries/ghana  

SSG Advisors:   http://ssg-advisors.com/  

Spatial Solutions:  http://www.spatialsolutions.co/id1.html  

mailto:maurice@crc.uri.edu
mailto:kagbogah@henmpoano.org
mailto:nii.sfmp@crcuri.org
mailto:hardinyari.sfmp@crcuri.org
mailto:brian@crc.uri.edu
mailto:Jodoi@usaid.gov
mailto:kagbogah@henmpoano.org
mailto:skankam@henmpoano.org
mailto:adejager@snvworld.org
mailto:info@fonghana.org
mailto:powusu-donkor@spatialdimension.net
mailto:tom@ssg-advisors.com
mailto:cewefia@gmail.com
mailto:daawomen@daawomen.org
mailto:giftyasmah@Daasgift.org
http://www.crc.uri.edu/
http://cewefia.weebly.com/
http://womenthrive.org/development-action-association-daa
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Daasgift-Quality-Foundation-FNGO/135372649846101
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Daasgift-Quality-Foundation-FNGO/135372649846101
http://www.fonghana.org/
http://www.henmpoano.org/
http://www.snvworld.org/en/countries/ghana
http://ssg-advisors.com/
http://www.spatialsolutions.co/id1.html


  

 

FIRST PERSON STORY 
 Child Labor Practitioner, Turned-Advocate 
 A Mother and Now an 
Advocate for Keeping 
Children Safe and in 
School 
 

Araba Takyiwa at far left/rear with 3 of 
her children in school uniforms; and 
her neighbors - 2nd and 3rd right/rear, 
and their schooled children; beside 
them are Project staff 
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”I will use my own story as 
a means to advocate 
against child labour and 
trafficking in Elmina.”  
 

Araba Takyiwa, 46 
A mother of seven who trafficked 
her 13 year old daughter and al-
lowed her sons aged 7 and 10 
years to labor in fisheries in-
stead of attending school is now 
an anti-child labor and trafficking 
advocate who is helping change 
the lives of her own children and 
those of others in her poor fish-
ing community.  

Elmina is one of the largest fishing communities in Ghana with 
a vast landing site that accommodates its own fisher folks as 
well as migrants from other communities within the same 
Central Region, such as Moree, Anomabo, Apam, Abandzi, 
Winneba, Komenda etc). The situation has resulted in a rise in 
child labor activities in the community and environs.   

Almost 85 per cent of Elmina’s population, including migrants, 
keeps their children out of school so they can labor in fisheries 
or in other hazardous work to earn income for their family. 
Some even push their children into sexual activities in 
exchange for fish, or in exchange for money, traffick them to 
other countries. Not only are these children’s lives and health 
endangered, but they lose out on the very education that might 
help them escape this cycle of poverty and child labour.  

USAID is helping change this through the Ghana Sustainable 
Fisheries Management Project component on behavior change 
communications aimed at training community anti-Child Labor and 
Trafficking (CLaT) Advocates. These advocates counsel households 
who engage their children in hazardous work or traffick them, on the 
dangers that come with this way of life – health hazards and in some 
cases, even loss of their childrens’ lives. And, they encourage parents 
to keep their children out of work and in school.  

Araba Takyiwa is a beneficiary of the USAID/SFMP Anti-Child 
Labor Campaign; she  is a 46-year old mother of seven and a 
fish processor in Elmina. In need of money, in 2010 Araba 
trafficked her 13 year old daughter to Ivory Coast and sent her 
young sons to work in fisheries. In spite of her efforts, Araba 
has not been able to locate and bring back her daughter. But it 
is not too late for her sons. Today, Araba sends them to school. 
And, she is spreading the word throughout the community, 
helping others see the longer term benefits to their children, 
their families, and their community when children stay in school 
and out of hazardous labour and tafficking. Araba hopes her 
own personal story of loss is helping others decide that they too 
want a brighter future for their children. And to realize that such 
a future starts by keeping children in school. 




