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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

International rural women’s day is commemorated on the 15th October in 2008 in honour of 

rural women involved in agriculture and rural development, improving food security and 

eradicating rural poverty.  

In Ghana, 46% of the economic active populations of women are in agriculture. According to 

the Ghana Living Standards Survey (GLSS4), a female heads one in every three households 

but there are distinct differences in terms of location. For instance, whiles the national 

average of female-headed households is about 34%, the percentage of female-headed 

households is about 40% in rural coastal areas. This implies more women are becoming the 

backbone of families in these areas in terms of being the bread winners.  

This year’s international rural women’s day was held at Mumford in the Central region. The 

annual celebration recognizes the invaluable role rural women play in enhancing agricultural 

and rural development, improving food security and eradicating rural poverty. As part of this 

year’s celebration, (USAID) through Sustainable Fisheries Management Project brought 

together stakeholders under the theme “Sea and Land Galamsey: The Impact on Food 

Security.”  

The objective was to highlight some of the negative effects of galamsey (or illegal mining) on 

the sea and on land, as well as encourage women and girls to become change agents in the 

fight against unsustainable practices in the fisheries sector.  

The event brought together over 300 rural women from different parts of Ghana, 30 

dignitaries including the District Chief Executive of Gomoa West and the Chief of Mumford. 

The invited guest addressed the audience on the theme with a call to government to stop 

illegal practices on the sea. 

The keynote address was delivered by the DCE of Gomoa West who reiterated the 

government’s commitment to tackle the menace. The members of DAA, climaxed the event 

with a role play to demonstrate the detrimental effect of illegal fishing -“sea Galamsey” on 

fishing households.  

There was a poem recital by an adolescent the impact of illegal fishing and mining on 

agricultural lands and households. A call was made to all present to be change agents on 

sustainable management of natural resources.  

A call was also made to government to prosecute culprits. 
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1. INTRODUCTION  

In Ghana, 34% of all households are headed by women, with 40% of these households living 

in rural coastal areas. Rural women are also responsible for about 80% of food produced in 

Ghana, contributing 48% to the Gross Domestic Product (GDP) (Amu, n.d.).  

International Rural Women’s Day is celebrated on the 15th October year to honour rural 

women in agriculture and their contribution to rural development and food security. This 

year’s event took place on 14th of November, 2017 at Mumford in the central region. The 

event was organized by DAA under the USAID/Sustainable Fisheries Management Project 

(SFMP). 

1.1 Arrival, Registration and Opening   

The event was held at the Mumford Lorry Park. 300 women from the various groups under 

the Development Action Association, the Chief of Party for USAID/SFMP, the District Chief 

Executive ,Chiefs and people of Mumford participated in the event, which was chaired by the 

Queen Mother of Mumford, Nana Abena Pokua I. Madam Lydia Sasu, the Executive Director 

of DAA gave the welcome address.  

 

 

Figure 1. Madam Lydia Sasu - Executive Director of DAA delivering the welcome address  
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2. CELEBRATION PROCEEDINGS AND SPEECHES 

Some of the invited dignitaries addressed the audience on the theme for the event- below is a 

summary of their submissions. 

2.1 Chairperson - Nana Hemaa Abena Pokua I 

The Chairperson Nana Hemaa Abena Pokua 1, called on fisherfolk to use modern responsible 

methods, devoid of chemicals and other harmful substances to harvest and process fish to 

ensure the consumption of quality wholesome fish by all. She admonished parents to support 

their children in their education and not hire them off as labourers.

 

Figure 2. Nana Hemaa Abena Pokua – Chairperson for the event delivering her acceptance 
speech  

2.2 Chief of party of SFMP – Mr Maurice Knight 

The Chief of Party of USAID/SFMP, Mr Maurice Knight indicated that the project has in the 

last three years supported over 4000 Ghanaians, 3000 of whom are women with requisite 

skills training to improve on their contributions to the economy.  

According to him, galamsey is harmful to and agricultural lands and marine resources, he 

therefore entreated the community to avoid destroying the environment. 

He urged the community to collaborate with government in the fight against galamsey to 

ensure food security. He advised fisherfolk to desist from using unauthorized chemicals and 

other materials in the processing of fish.  

Mr. Knight, impressed upon all the fisherfolk especially parents  to refrain from the using 

children for any job or activity that affects their physical, mental, social and spiritual 

wellbeing, but rather invest in their children education.  

“I was raised by a single mother; she didn’t give me all I wanted but 

gave me what I needed. I am where I am today because of her”  

Maurice Knight (CoP - USAID/SFMP) 
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Figure 3. Mr. Maurice Knight delivery a solidarity message from SFMP/USAID 

2.3 DCE of Gomoa West – Hon. Baisie Nkum 

The DCE of Gomoa West District, Hon. Bismark Baisie Nkum expressed his delight on the  

theme for the event - ‘Sea and Land Galamsey: Impact on Food Security’ as apt. He 

mentioned that natural resources are key in the development of any nation. According to him, 

poor fishing methods have polluted the environment and brought about dwindling stocks, 

land degradation, water pollution, high cost of living and food insecurity. 
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Figure 4. DCE of Gomoa West District, Hon. Bismark Baisie Nkum  

He encouraged the Chiefs, Fishermen, and everyone involved in the fishery sector to adopt  

Figure 5. Representative for the Winneba Municipal Assembly, Mr. Anthony Buckland 

responsible practices for harvesting, processing and preservation of fish to keep the 

consumers healthy. 
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2.4 Winneba Municipal Assembly Representative – Mr Anthony Buckland 

The representative for the Winneba Municipal Assembly, Mr Anthony Buckland expressed 

his gratitude to USAID/SFMP for improving the livelihoods of fish processors along the 

coast. He emphasised on the harmful effects of galamsey and the use of chemicals to fish on 

the environment 

2.5 Women in Agricultural Development Representative (WIAD) – Mrs Esther 
Akomaning 

Mrs Esther Akomaning, also reiterated the immense contribution by of women in the homes 

and communities. She entreated rural women to use modern methods of processing fish, 

adopt new technologies and raise awareness about the benefits of these methods.  

 

Figure 6. Mrs. Esther Akomaning delivering her solidarity message 
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3. ADVOCACY ISSUES AND ROLE PLAY 

Madam Florence Nartey, who represented the Fish Processors Association admitted that 

Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing has been one of the major reasons for the 

dwindling fish stocks and the impoverishment of fisherfolk. She therefore urged the central 

government to arrest and prosecute all those who flout the laws on fishing. 

Mrs. Agnes Quansah, the president of the Anchovies (Amoni) Dryers’ Association testified 

about the new technology introduced by DAA in collaboration with the Gomoa West District 

Assembly to dry Amoni. According to her, the dried fish processors in her community do not 

dry fish on the bare floor anymore, but on solar drying racks which are hygienic and 

improves the quality of the dried fish. 

The Mumford fish processors association performed a drama to educate the audience on the 

harmful effects of illegal fishing methods and its consequences on the marine life and humans 

who consume the fish. 

 

 

Figure 7. Scene from the role play performed by Mumford drama troupe 
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Figure 8. Another scene from the role play performed by Mumford drama troupe 

 

Figure 9. Additional scene from the role play performed by Mumford drama troupe 
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Figure 10. Musicians in the role play performed by Mumford drama troupe 
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4. CONCLUSIONS 

As we laud the presidential initiative to ban “galamsey’ rural women can only hope that it not 

be a short term measure, but will be followed up with strong policies and enforcement.  

Fisherfolk should adhere to all the fisheries laws, especially those on IUU and the proposed 

closed season.  

 

 

 

  

Figure 11. Traditional leaders at Mumford appreciating the "the thank you tour led by 
the Executive Director of DAA. 
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5. PHOTO GALLERY AND EXHIBITION 

 

Figure 12. Hon. Bismark Baisie – District Chief Executive of Gomoa West District Assembly  

Figure 13. Maurice Knight – CoP of SFMP 
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Figure 14. Madam Stella Quartey and Florence Nortey (fish processors from Winneba, 
delivering an advocacy message on IUU the “Galamsey of sea” 

 

Figure 15. Nana Abena Pokua I – Chairperson for the occasion and Queen mother of Mumford 
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Figure 16. Mr Kobina Baiden – Fisheries Commission officer from Winneba addressing the 
audience 

 

 

Figure 17. Madam Esther Akomaney – WIAD Central Regional Director delivering a solidarity 
message 
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Figure 18. Mr Cephas Edzeani – District Police Commander of Gomoa West District  

 

 

 

Figure 19. Nana Edwey VI – Paramount Chief of Mumford Traditional Area 
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Figure 20. Nana Kobina Caiquo – Chief Fisherman of Apam – delivering a solidarity message 
on behalf of the Chief Fishermen of Winneba, Mumford and Mankoadze 

 

Figure 21. Madam Lydia Sasu – Executive Director of DAA 
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Figure 22. Participants observing a miniature fish drying rack (an intervention supported by 
USAID/SFMP) 

Figure 23. Maurice Knight – CoP SFMP in a chat with some participants  
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Figure 24. Madam Agnes Quansah demonstrating a miniature fish drying rack  

Figure 25. Maurice Knight – CoP SFMP – Interacting with some participants at the exhibition 
stand  
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Figure 26. Dwomaman Fish processor group from Mumford singing 

 

Figure 27. Exhibition stands during the WRWD Celebration 
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APPENDIX 1: MEDIA REPORT - PRINT 
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APPENDIX 2: KEYNOTE ADDRESS BY DCE OF GOMOA WEST 
DISTRICT, HON. BISMARK BAISIE NKUM 
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APPENDIX 3: MEDIA ENGAGEMENT SCHEDULE BEFORE, DURING 
AND AFTER THE WRWD CELEBRATION 

Media 

House 

Type When Where Language  Who 

GTV 15 Minutes 

Discussion 

Morning Show 

13th 

November 

2017 

Accra       English Grace Quaye &  

Emelia Nortey.  

Radio 

Peace 

15 Minutes 

Discussion on 

Radio Peace's 

morning show 

14th 

November 

2017 

Winneba Twi/Fante Grace Bondzie 

Anthony Appiah  

Ahomka 

FM 

15 Minutes 

Discussion on 

Ahomka FM's 

morning show 

13th 

November 

2017 

Elmina Twi/Fante Nii Adamafio 

Nassam Ibrahim 

Florence Nartey 

Peace 

FM 

Pre–event and post 

interview   

  

 

November 

12 & 14, 

2017 

Accra Twi  

Lydia Sasu,   
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APPENDIX 4: ISSUE BRIEF FOR THE WORLD RURAL WOMEN’S 
DAY CELEBRATION 
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APPENDIX 5: PROGRAMME OUTLINE 
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APPENDIX 6: CELEBRATION BANNER AND T-SHIRT FOR THE 
CELEBRATION 
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