What will communities and MPA managers gain?
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Involvement - During our research we will rely heavily on
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questions you might have about our project or about gathering and outreach. This project is being lead by

MPAs in general. the L_Jniversit_y of Rhode Island’s Departments of Research of Ecological, Social and Political
Information - During the study we will provide each MPA Marine Affairs, Natural Resources Science and the Issues in the Caribbean Sea

Coastal Resources Center. The team is
interdisciplinary, and is composed of ecologists,
marine policy analysts, anthropologists and coastal
management practitioners. The U.S. National Science
Foundation is providing the funding.

manager and community with information related to our
work. When the analysis is complete, you will be able
to see how your MPA is performing, what factors lead to
successful MPAs, how successful MPAs manage and
govern their resources, what alternative-income options
they have created for themselves, what laws they may or
not have passed, and more. p——

Connectedness - By participating in this study, an MPA
will gain access to researchers and other managers by
becoming part of a broader network of thirty MPAs
being studied.
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Socios en el proyecto
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Research of Ecological, Social and Political Issues in the Caribbean Sea
Investigacion en asuntos sociales, ecologicos y politicos en el caribe

People and their environments are tied closely together. While several programs evaluate MPAs, this project is
unique because we will examine both the health of the protected area and that of the community’s relationship to it.

Las personas y sus ambientes estan unidos estrechamente. Mientras varios programas evaltian las AMPs como tal, este
proyecto examina la salud del area protegiday su relacion con la comunidad, lo que hace de esta investigacion tnica

con valor agregado.

(English)

This research project identifies biological, social and
political factors leading to the success of Marine
Protected Areas (MPAS), specifically coral reef no-take
reserves.

¢ \Was the community involved in planning the MPA?
e Are there local monitoring programs?

¢ Are there diverse livelihood options (in addition to
fishing)? If so, are they profitable?

¢ Do the local politics support the MPA?

MPAs are a common tool for marine management in the
Caribbean Region. There are numerous ideas on what
factors lead to the success, or failure, of an MPA, but there
are few interdisciplinary studies —biological, social and
political—that explore the links among these factors. In
the past, most research has focused almost exclusively on
the biological factors. This study will take a broader
interdisciplinary view.

For example:

¢ If the MPA s failing, could it be due to no local
involvement in monitoring?

¢ |f the MPA is a success, is this due to the proper siting
of the no-take fishing zone, or is it because the
community has strong social pressures to comply with
the fishing rules?

By gathering such broad-based data, we will be able to
show in scientific terms that there is much more to an
MPA than simply coral coverage and fish counts.

Thirty (30) no-take coral reef reserves throughout the
wider Caribbean will be selected. The study will be
conducted over a three-year period starting in 2006,
with a fourth year of data analysis and outreach back
into the communities and MPA staff.

(Espafiol)

Este proyecto de investigacion identifica factores
biologicos, sociales y politicos dirigido al éxito de las
Areas Marinas Protegidas (AMP), especificamente en
arrecifes coralinos los cuales son ““no tocados™ como
reserva con una prohibicion de pesca.

* ;Estaba la comunidad involucrada en la planeacion
del AMP?

¢ ;Hay programas de monitoreo locales?

¢ ;Hay diversas opciones de actividades econémicas
(adicionales a la pesca)? ¢ Si las hay, son estas
productivas?

* ;Laspoliticas locales apoyan las AMP?

AMPs son una herramienta comun para el manejo
marino en la Region del Caribe. Hay numerosas ideas
sobre que factores dirigen al éxito, o fracaso de un
AMP, pero existen pocos estudios interdisciplinarios
— bioldgicos, sociales y politicos — que exploren los
enlaces entre estos factores. En el pasado, la mayoria
de las investigaciones se han enfocado casi
exclusivamente en factores bioldgicos. Este estudio
tomarda una vista interdisciplinaria.

Por ejemplo:

* ;Siel AMP esta fallando, pudo ser esto debido al
no involucramiento local en el monitoreo?

¢ ;Si el AMP esta funcionando con éxito, es ésto
debido a la correcta localizacién de la zona libre
de pesca, o porque la comunidad tiene fuertes
presiones sociales para cumplir las reglas de
pesca?

Reuniendo unaamplia base, datos comprensivos,
seremos capaces de mostrar en términos cientificos
gue hay mucho mas en un AMP que simplemente
cobertura de coralesy la cantidad de peces.

Treinta (30) arrecifes coralinos no tomados como
reservas sern seleccionados através del Caribe. El
estudio sera llevado a cabo sobre un periodo de tres
afios empezando el 2006, con un cuarto afio de
analisis de los datos y una extra busqueda dentro de
la comunidad y el personal del AMP.



